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Experience Bandaisan Geopark
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1.What is a Geopark?

A Geopark is a large area of land where visitors can learn about the geological activity of
the earth and the history of the land by exploring the topography of the mountains, rivers,
and other geological features in the area, as well as the boulders and strata that define them.
Visitors can also learn about the ecological systems that have developed on the land and the
history and culture of the people who live there, including their local foods and specialty
products, and local hot springs. This type of park, where one can enjoy bodily sensation about
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2.The Two Faces of Mt.Bandai

The Main Theme of Bandaisan Geopark.

“A Geopark where visitors can get a sense of the large scale changes to the topography and
natural environment in this area, brought about by the birth and changes over time of the volcano
Mt. Bandai, especially sector collapses in the mountain and debris avalanches.”
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1.The serene face known as “Aizu Fuji”

mtm#mmw)m

P Qi1 A Aw ]

LIFIEN S
t Mt. Bandai from the south, Lake
e eyt T i

in front of you. Behind the lake
ve figure of Mt. Bandai, sometim
s Mt. Fuji of Aizu.”

BEEABERICRI ST BEERTN SEEIOHOREL ORIFIE? !

What is the relationship between the birth of Lake Inawashiro and the Okinajima Debris Avalanche that occurred approximately 40,000 years ago?!
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The things you can observe
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the land and the connections between it and everything on it, is called a Geopark.

The Mt. Bandai region, centered on Mt. Bandai (Bandaisan) and including the towns of
Inawashiro and Bandai and the village of Kitashiobara, was certified as a Japan Geopark on
September 5, 2011 (Heisei 23). Coincidentally, this certification occurred on the same day
that Bandai-Asahi National Park was established in 1950 (Showa 25).
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2.The wild face exposed by the “Bandai-type Eruption”
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xposed (the collapsed wall), is an explosion crater.
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What is the relationship between the birth of the Urabandai Kougen and the Debris Avalanche that occurred in 1888 (Meiji 21)?
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The volume of debris from the Okinajima Debris Avalanche is enough to fill up Tokyo Dome 3000 times! This debris formed flow mounds
at the southwest foot of Mt. BandaiWas the river damned at this time, leading to the creation of Lake Inawashiro?
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The debris avalanche caused by the collapse of the peak of Kobandai ("little Bandai®) resulted in the death of 477 people and in an instant
completely changed the north side of Mt. Bandai.
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‘The interior of a flow mound created by the Okinajima Debris Avalanche, near JR Bandai Machi Station.
The island of Okinajima on Lake Inawashiro is one of the flow mounds that was formed in the debris avalanche, a debris avalanche which
was itself caused by an eruption.

The 1888 eruption of Mt. Bandai occurred at the dawn of a new era in which the study of the natural sciences was being introduced into
Japan from the West.
State-of-the-art research was done on Mt. Bandai and the “Bandai-type eruption” received attention all over the world
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3.The four reasons we have chosen this logo
Concept for the Bandaisan Geopark Logo Looking up at Mt. Bandai

(@ The three rings are ripples from Lake Inawashiro. They represent the
three municipalities of Inawashiro, Bandai, and Kitashiobara, and convey the
sacred atmosphere of the area.

(U The motif for the logo is the “B” from Bandaisan.
The vigorous pen stroke of the B expresses the powerful presence of
Mt. Bandai.

(@The white squares climbing up the mountain are sacred white-paper-strips
called shide that are used for Shinto Rituals. They symbolize the people who
shide climb Mt. Bandai to worship the gods of the mountain.

(@The sun symbolizes the rich, natural beauty and grandeur of Mt. Bandai,
and the people’s warm hospitality radiating from the Geopark.

DML, TOWE)
JAN—HT A EXROMEBEERLES!

4.Aizu Bandaisan, is a mountain of treasures
(“Aizu Bandaisan wa, takara no yama yo)”)

At Geopark let’ s travel though the story of the people and the land!
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Bandaisan Geopark Association
http://bandaisan-geo.com/




